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W, HEBRMHNR EEXEBETHHMPAR LS
ETHAH. ) 1 2iF, 2019 EFEICEALLE
R EL IR AR E LIPS o —i8
IHlEEFAT A HRSEML 722 TH B
CaFRTl, 2021).

F7-2021 4F 4 A 22 HAFHRigEHmIc L 3 &,
[ DOBRPES AP HEATRIC 2021 4E 3 HR T TIIH
TONTRL2LOFIZHET 2HE - HEIL
4797 HRIZE L 2. ZHUZ 2011712 4EAH @ 5300
RICR S 2FHOFSTH S, DHEIITIE, B
OBHZICET 50 1012 R RS T, BE
HECHET 205902 L %2572 WOHFHIC
BEUTIEELLW [ZoM] 2o TIRESICH
T B MBAHLT, 1920 7R3 5 7.

WM %@ - FHORME LTIE, £1IIRT
X912, 11~4 A& TOH THEL Y FAREHR
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8 RFIZLpBBOHREEE. (a) JR AR
G R~ R TR L2 @ s, (b) &
2B b7z JR ALTBMROMERIRDIL.  FERAE
B e B R &AL

INED S T2 HHBETOND. EHFIZHN, BFIX
BHEEEEROBAM SR E v, 2 T 2020/21 4F
LM OERPUIER AR E L, [ROEVH A
boH—0, BELAOLE o7 (K 2). BFIK
GRS ER, BT D EMEORCEICELT
5. ZoZtd, BEEEOAMEZED LKL
Thol:bZzobhb.
3.3.3 KEOERRTADHKTF

4 O DB A G L 72 A IR N o Bk
T2 9 ITRT. 9a 1% 1 DI N
TARRTNO®EY, X 9b IZRIEIC X 2 B
HAKDKTTHH 2 H 28 H). F72, K 9 id
TR S 8 X4 3m D FREDSHE LA RIEE 0
FWEBRORTTHS BHSH).

2021 4 3 A 5 HfIt#EHEIC X 5 &, [WH,

HRIUTBIT B 2020/21 ELWOEE L FE 349

i

9 KREOERIEAN. (a) 1B »FICEbR

7@ (2021 4E2 H 28 H, REHE), (b) @
FILXEHOBEREBRTFICLY RS-
7-ZEE ([]), (c) EHWMIZESH 3m 0F
BEAsie LA R B ok (F44E 3 1 5
H, FEE).

HRNTIRH &SRS +97CITEL, 225
77 e b ISR O B EDFEE L7z, R T
TEAE L eARE R TS EMEICL D (T
FEEL, EASPREICEERIRALG L.
AP LR TR RS B T L 72 AL L 722K
122 & S ETAY H PR T 2 SR BB 5 Hilh s
AL, JEEIE OB AN & DEELT S WED A
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L7 (ZoFFEBEREDOBBRICOVTIE 4.1.3
Hilcitd). WIH T, BRASHETLAFN
ZEXJEHICEREL, EMPBEET LG L
7z.

4. EZ
1.1 BESLVES
411 BEDEANZ—>

KEWEVTHY 8 oOWHEHREE 10 (2R
R 10a A RRNTHRESE 19cm ZicHkL
722020 4£ 12 H 15 H 12l OW{ETH Y, HAIME
ETiE e Y 7 S AL iEE OB FARE D
WA TE 5. ZoOMRERZ, KRETHEELLYAN
1) 7SR S DRERRZERAY H A E TS R 0 B
ERFERDOMHGE 2T, BRRRZERANEH LEE
L72BETH 5. FHOAKREEZHT S H G
KB L OPAEEZK 11 173, B 11a (2
ki, LIb & PR Z RS CPAR © 1991~2020
EOFIHE). G RRTTEIMP L FEIL, Kk

R I AKIRDIE > 7 T 4 ¥ (ERROBER)

WZifo TREL, 20, P X D IFRKRE
WA ) AFBICEAL TS (K 11b).
i - | (2021) &, HAHILEET 2020 4
11 A o B O SR 2 b 2 BRI S i
PRI E L Tz 2 L 2 T — 712 X
DS L7, ZogEo—umIR 11 I2HH

NTWabEEZOLNL. £ LTI DMEFFHRELA,

12~1 A RIR % & S b el va R0 A s~ ok
B DO TEEREHEZRETIEERL.

FB DR 10a O b HAWBILIICEHT 2 &,

KEED & BIRANEAIZAE RS 2 EA I I B

hTwa., A (1978) B X U Muramatsu (1979)

i, HAMEILER o EEmASHILE 04, AP
B % a8 USE U725 ZAVE RIRNEHGR
ALRTWI 2R KEOZERIZT Y TR
WM 2k 7 7)) = Uk % L0 2 TR &
MEENCEE L, FEILROE FIZH 725 HAYE -
TER LRI - AR I b, [
PROE SITALHM & M TR L 5720, HAE
HNCF T 5 BRIMTBMAEIEL, Z0EEE
SN B R L BIRASE S N RO - 585E
2% 5 L Cwb (Ohtake ef al, 2009). X 10a (&
COWMBWRNNY - EEZ HND.
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10 KEHEVCIDY 8 ZOWHBE. (a) 2020
12 H 15 H 12: 00 (JST), (b) 2021 4F 2
H24H9:00 (JST).

—77, 2 H 23~25 HOKZER (2 H 24 HOH
e 50cm) &, Lt &R 2KR488H%R
L7z, dbiEdEdbEBciddbh S HE ) oJE 2 H A
MNZHRA L, FEFNHARBERACT 2 SURICE T
LTwb. 2T, JAXA/EORC 12X % SGLI
RGB2 Wif§ (#ik & ZAA LT WEHIZE S
I sl snEg) K12 1R3. 2 A 23
FiE, b ve i s TG TS BR & Kk 5
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Daily SSTs 15 Dec. 2020.

CJ 30
- LL1 A £ 3E O
AOEGKE 9 3
6 -20
6 9
¢ 9 12

BN

130°E 135'E 140°E

130'E 135'E 140E

11 2020412 H 15 H O HAIEIC BT % Hifgifik
i L OFAEE. (a) HEEDKE, (b) P4
. RETY = 7HA b THEIAKR] (2

—RmEE L 7-.

OXFEYDJRIZE BT ALV FY T (RAEHD 2 5
MOBRDRZ PV BEEER, ZOFHTK
=2 (HirwiEm) PRONS (M12a). # 24 H

HRIUTBIT B 2020/21 ELWOEE L FE 351

ARSUED T B iE AL L 72720, dbifEE i
PR DSFEM O FRIEHTH & D IEAS- 7248, deife
HEPEE 1T 1014hPa SFEMDTENE LA TV S.
ZOMEIZTA Y R THRESN, BT 55
£ GEF, deiRErEEARE) 2SIRICHE T %
BT 2R T&% (X 12b). 20, HEIIA
HEMETKENPSDFELARL TS, 20D
TeOBENILIHEEL, SHLIR~NRREMEAL
eEZo6N5 (K 10b, 12b; AH S,
2021). T8y — IERA - LA (1971) B &
ORI S (1975) TRENZHRSFEBE HFEML
TW5.

4.1.2 #L1% 850hPa KERTE= L HBRETEDRF

13 1%, 2020/21 FAHICHB T HALRD 850
hPa & (P& 1375m) L AERIRO RS
HORBERLEZLDTHS., ThiZksl,
850hPa iz 12~1 H AR (1991~2020
) XKL, 1 APEUREISPFELER, F
AR L D b BV H .

14 13, 12~2 B3 540D 850hPa F
BRI L G RROBRESROMKRERT. WHEIC
AR S, TROELBHI S
LITH DL ZedRmEeEhs (A6 - fIl,
2012). 2011/12 4F4 {013 ]9 AR A2 30 W 28,
2020/21 4EAHNE Z O BfR HAM, RIS L
WEESESZV. ZoMEIE, 1 APOUBEOR
BACEAEL A SEOTHo722 8 (K 13) 1
Mz, KEEICDH 2 IR O R E A8
TWIRENEGH L, BBEISHEZ-FRSEOREL
EZbND.

4.1.3 2012~2021 FOEEZR - BEKE

B 15 ICRE HUKERTNC BT 54 RIROES
W WMEKRE - SRFEOBBFAREE (2012
ELRE) ZRY. MbhoEmHE 2 A VI BT
% %5 SRR B b 38 R G B T O B 5 i 0 ARl
(1991-2020 4 ; 106cm) %73, FRAKEN] & &
ZMOBRFEREOMBREILRET 2720, WZTL0
RERE (R ) b L.

15 X9, 2012 4E & 2021 AEDOREFE OB
KR, PAEBEREHLTWL I Eb 5.
RS0 L 72 R B & A B E (K 3, X
4) kb, Zo 2 AHOFEZ, EE - BEEOH
AZLENETF-RSIODEFNKRTH L. &%
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SGLI RGB(VN5,VN11,SW3)
2021/02/23( JST)

N & O Y7 el 7]
Mo e ¥ /
/ 24 Ny

12 JAXA/EORC (2 & % SGLI RGB2 Wif%.

(a) 202142 H 23 H,

S N A L NTERS Tk 84 % 4% (2022)

SGLI RGB(VN5,VN11,SW3)
2021/02/24( JST)

Wind data

(b) [ 24 H. #bb)so s EEE X O

HBHEIERED T — 7 AHEM SN T 5. RGB2 M3 i#K & B2 LR T WREIZZ 2 X ) Flsh
TeWRT, AREAHIAI, BRVEGAIEK - BT W wEmIOKE, A6EUKE, REANEEHE R
3B, duiEENREE S ST T 2 Ao TRT.

JEIL, KUz 2013 E%2 < 9 E5OFHHED
351kgm 3 TH 55, LHEED 2012 4 & 2021 4
DEFEIN%E EF->TBY, HRELTHEEKE
b4 b, IO 24MOMEKEIL, BY
BB ZEnsdH s 700mm (700kgm~2) %
ZTBY, BoLhnwy—X LR 2~6 50
KEIHEEL LTHE > TV /Z ehbrb.
ARINICBIT S 2012~2021 EOREREFBE
AKEOBFBEER 16 1RT. WEIITH B R ER
BIRAH O, B HOKERT O IR 2 g T3
BREITFEY 372kgm 3 TH D, —F, Kb OB
g (12 #) 2B 5 2014~2018 SED &)
PR RT (312 = 45kgm 35 FJII - fH,
2019). ‘ARIROESGFEEILE IR O T
LEWHIICH S, LB DX 9c 1x 2021 4E 3 A 5

2020/ 21 ELHERRBBRER

20 I eI .' F T °
15 1 ] | 10
1

— 2020/214 £ Hi850nPaiiR  — 850hPa TSR

=)
S
S

SUR(°C)
b o
== |
—
=n
—1
=
3 8
HBEEE (om

R 13 2020/21 4EAWNI BT BALIRD 850hPa Al
EHRAROBBRER. 850hPa Ki7T — % 1k
00Z (HARKEM 9WE) oAEMH L7

HOHRRIRTNTH A0, ZOHOEZEKRIZ
702mm (X 15) THH, HHFLETFTIIERMEL
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4.2 KECHIZE

4.2.1
#*2

ENEHY R
12 2020/21 4E4H] B L 08 2011/12 SELHIC

BB IHEEDOTI X BIHHE R L FHpl OF D

ABEE (cm)

RiR12~2B 0%

e
E=)

&
20111229 202021575

o0+ 1995/964F & #A

r=0.66

-12

14 -10 -8
850 hPa 12~2AF#HKE (°C)
12~2 HIZBT 24RO 850hPa g4 &
HHIROBESEOMR (1988/89 4E 411 L
F%). #LIEo> 850hPa &Kilk7— %13 00Z (HA
BER O BF) OAREMH L7z FEONGITER
FEEA00cm R IEERT.

-16

ERIRICBIT B 2020721 SEA W OBE L RS
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LT e
1801 Bl 5EKE i)
170}
160}
150 f—
140 —
130
= 120f
5l [] 2 T8 OF £ (106 om)
g-\é 100}—
}Em B
Hm 80
701
B0F
50—
401
30
20F
10
0
AEEF 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
AERER 3/4 35 32 31 219 217 218 2/26 222 35
WEHE(Cm) 194 140 119 61 90 41 775 81 38 181
WAL (mm) 744 gE 426 250 349 136 199 268 119 702
SBEE(kgm ) 384 &l 358 425 388 332 257 331 313 388

BCEOBERE (AT : XM OBRET, 86 FRABERNE B EXI5)

18 4 121 141 17 21 78 45 81 92 36 162
4] 194 150 144 100 94 57 7 91 33 169
T4 167 133 121 101 105 56 106 120 37 150
2R 4 196 130 127 78 142 64 95 118 48 195
) 208 150 128 76 107 57 103 132 52 183
T 194 164 120 69 116 64 132 101 51 205
3R L5 174 144 130 76 106 52 125 84 44 195
) 151 146 118 7 82 46 93 64 23 149
T8 149 128 107 35 42 29 63 43 0 131
= o . 3 - 2a 5 -
15 BEHKERIYOE RSB 2SR - iE

KE - EREEOBHMMAAERELE (2012 48 L
Ke). R & 2 A TAICBIT A ERR
HE R HUIS R RN OB LR O 4 (1991-
2020 4E ; 106cm) Z/R9. FAAER & &4
DORFEREORREZILRT 5720, T L DK
T (RN 2R L Tw 5.

® 2 dilEEIC BT 2 FOHH) R 7 OERHIIE. AHZALHEET Y = 75 A b
MERAEARGIRAL - 38, SeHE R [Fi2kapE] 2HHL 2.

EDEHIRY
A At 5
X4 TEE 0 p Aty
(A) (%) o8 DIEGER)
otk 5208732 100 388 7.4
2020121 ‘
maap CORKE 3557745 68 132 37
65&LIE 1668858 32 256 15.3
2tk 5498916 100 494 9.0
201112 65k 4145435 75 235 57
(deiEEER)
65&LIE 1353481 25 259 19.1
24 282686 100 119 421
2020121 .
(Gimgy, ~ GOMRA 160569 60
65ELLE 112716 40
20 320864 100 137 415
2011112 ~
ey GSEAM 221936 67
65 E 107928 33

X)) FIHERANONEAERYAFLARLAITRENAH LS E CEHRFHENDIHE,

BFEEMERDOAFERBA—BLENIELHS.
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2021 0 2012
[e)

372kg m(HRR)

2014

312 kg m G )
B)I-%H(2019)

2016

WEKE (mm)
a
8

2017 AT

r=0.98 (p <0.05)

-7 2020

0 50 100

EER (cm)

BRRICBIT S 2012~202]1 EDREELE LK
EXRBEOBMR. 2013 EEIBMBRT — 7 OM
(140 cm). BEHITER (n=12) BT S
2014~2018 o &G FIHHEE (B - B
H, 2019).

150 200

X 16

FIIRE A, B B AR 3,

S N A L NTERS

Tk 84 % 45 (2022)

£ 3 ABNHEORENR F—513,
LB EFT = 74+ [FI2k
LHE| 2L

2020/21 2011112

(N) (N)

BEiREs%E 129 210
IFLIEE 73 101
HKE 54 87
RE® 20 20
Z0ith 112 76
A% 388 494

x4 JLEBENORREURIZB T 2 T2 X 2 BWRERN. 77— & 3R B e KR & itz =72

EREBIZHITHEICLHBYEE RN )

T B #E

BBk BE ES @ L) BH RE th-v) HB SR RE S5

HER 22 0 2 1 0 2 6 3 3 2 0 2 0 0 44
202021 g%z 84 O 4 0 O 1 1 10 1 3 0o 2 o0 0 106
at 07 0 6 1 0 3 7 13 4 5 0 4 0 0 150
TR 20 1 0 5 0 8 0 4 0 10 0O 0 0 0 120
201112 g% 143 10 0 1 7 12 0 9 20 10 30 0 1 10 353
&t 63 11 0 6 7 92 0 13 20 120 30 0 1 10 473

i) A7 (10 TAY) ORGER) &2RT.

2020/21 AN B 2 dbilEE RO E ) A 2
Q0 T A47-0) DEHHEE) 1374 T, 5B 65k
Al 37, 65U EIFZ 153 THo7z. wIho
B d 2011/12 41 (35, 2012) (2Hh~A %
WA, 65 D) X7 1% 65 A IR 4.1
BT, it 2011712 4ELH (34 %) X 0 Eas
FV, 2011712 SELHI S 9 ESRRHL, Z ol
WZABHEE O AL 65 AR A% 588690 A L 72
(EREAGRFREEIAL, 202141 H1H
BALE). —75, 65 MUl o A 315377 Asghn
L7728, BEEOANCDEEMLTwa. i
FRRZETZRE (BARAIREBEN) &
LM ASHEE C, B E O AT 2012 XD
7 RAYIEIML, 40%IELTWA, Z2Ande
MEOHRTHRE - MEOL Wik LTabh
TW525, MOk LICOVWTHEHETH L7

B, BMEOBOHENGIENZHETHLEVR .
£ 3B BT B2 F I L 5 AW ED IR E
WERZE RS, 2020721 4ELHoFHIFE I [ER
%] PR £ < (129 N), RWT [Zoft]
(112 A), Tl il (73 AN), [#HKF] (54
N), TBRER] (20 N) DIETH 5. 2011/12 4E
KM LMD R 2B LT, [Zoft] (208
ENBUHEPHEML TS, [Zoft] (213 E
RUERRE, BEEICELRTVANEENE
FNTVD. 2070, SHRITTFEOBIITIE T
el D MBI b EZONS.
4.2.2 BILL3BHOHERR

2020/21 E4M B L OF 2011/12 4B B
JiEDFIC X 2 BEMBEIRR EZ £ 4 (R,
2020721 AW OERPE T 44 B, FFHERPE
(IR B HE, M) 12 106 B, & 150
HThY, LiEEEkOMERBD 71%03225H0
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& 5 2020/21 R4 - 2011/12 AN BT 2 AL E N S IRBUB T O RIRFE & REHES i

ERIRICBIT B 2020721 SEA W OBE L RS
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K

PAEE R L% BT, IREE B TAEE +20~40%, BEA IR FEE +40% LERT. EO
BUAEIZ * O» B MHIT, METEAT ) HRERDPHFAERATRII TV DB L 2mRd GRIEWE » BHD®
RIF TV RVIEFMEE SR ). RFEASET LRFRERIIALT7 271 b [BEOKLT—

FRFE] ITBT A EMoME L.

ZH AR ®E BEE HBHS

2

S MW ki RE M-V B SR RE

BA4L:om ERIR IR BEE =W OCHEA EEE TE ORI BH MR #BE FE MK RE
2020/21 RHESE 79 236 m 44 15 109 81 m 70 67 45 41
REBREE 331 964 188 164 269 146 528 484 509 278 182 117 153
2011/12 RREE 76 228 24 22 91 45 94 METEERIIE 62 76 36 49
RitREE 399 1046 128 137 mEliMM 298 559 558 633 300 263 115 188
FEE RRES 120 97 183 26 19 45 26 89 90 72 63 71 34 34
RitREE 664 479 921 157 128 306 219 557 546 477 312 198 127 159

WCEPLTWS., —J, 2011/12 4EAMNEER
120 8, IEEFMEE 3B3IM, FH4T3HITH Y
ZZHIDAMZ PR - EETE L OWENA LN,

JLiEE 2B B 2020/21 AELIADOHEREIL,
2011/12 4EAHNCHAND L ) B, O
& LT, BMHEICE DBRET L Cnigy
3 2011/12 AEL A LART I IZVEAE I EAE LT e
WEEMEL, TNODOL L BZOROKRE TN
WREMEDE 2 HND. T D72, M2 Bl g
FTERVAY, BANIRIUE 2020/21 A O
FHEIT 23 BT, I 2011712 4E4H (20 HE)
ko Twa. FRIEEREED 84 BTl
BEKD 79%% EDT W5,

W5 (2012) 1%, 2011712 R4 L 220
YWok#z T dTws, FhiC2EkbE, win
b 1970 ERDFTICETORTWDLZ &, 554
B (%F, KR N2 LN ENERE A &
nNTwninhl, BRENFRIIC S WEREEERE
THIEREITOLNTWS., TH DML,
333 MilCRE L7z & 912, 2020/21 4E41 3 dham L
THERR S N7z, KREORECTREL -8, &
I X 2 BB ZALIC L - T, #Et
FRRICADE L2 BT EICTH 2 & N7 h o 72 BEMEAS

B

AN

2020/21 R4 - 2011712 AEAHIC BT 2 i
NSRRI O RIS & Rl SR 2 &
5 1RY. Fh, KRS Z BN 2 HMET,
TR 25 (2 TARAIE + 20~40%,  FREE A i3 PAR

+40% D EERT. K4 BXOKS L0, ®iEMH
B RRMRT R L ) ST, B
WELLL ALNIZZ EDRDhD.

IO, FHICKRE Y- XV IZEMIL L EY
DIEEFERZRER - ZXIEHEOBRILIEE L D
2, MERBEOUTILVI AL 2BREYE, Z% -5
KIEHE MAS DK EF RS LETH L. B
KR EAMETERT - IR R - R A0 X
I MR RIS 5720, BEMEIE Y A7 A
[EBAY 75| #HFEE% L7 (Hirashima
et al, 2020). dtiREORKEE IR TS 202242 H
PHEY AT AFEHEIN TS, 5%, ARIR
D& ) ITHEOL WIS CHRIE SRS,
4.3 BEICETEIKEOIFETFE

Inatsu et al (2021) &, &8 (11~3 A) »
RERRE — 1200 T, BWFEICEO &R
BOMEOKREHFLWAELT, ¥y —r 18
PR EE, 8y —> 2 PUEER, vy —
3:dpask, o 3 FEFICHF L. SFEHA
mAS4C LA L72gkFW (d4PDF) 7—% % I
WD 3y — LR R, dLEE 0Nk T
WE, Ny —r2o¥mAEash, Ny—r10
B IR & BB otz L LSS —
Y1LIZBWT, RO EFAIC L Y IRGTE ORI T
i, BRSPS HBHNEELL, BEE
335 2 EARENT.

2020721 FLAINERIRTR S 72 K5 Fi6)
(AWF72) 1%, Inatsu er al (2021) AVR$iREEL
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B, BIXOERRICKEZ K S8 5 RKAMN
NF = (BEEE) OFEFMHEREESLT
W3,

5. &8

Az T LD ETRHROLIICR S,

(1) 2020721 4440, dbifE Clda FIRZ S22
BEMARF E LD, AEITE RV g
SRR X 28T, RERE D 205
em FEERL72. ZhiE 2011/12 4EAHO
208cm IZR CHLER & o 72,

HRIRT 2021 4E 2 AICER 2 [0 R 5 i 8
WEEBLE. EHETLIVFEERZ S
2011/ 12 4L ey 5 &, 2 A LlRE
DRBOFE SRR OBEE 2, MEEIX
FIREEEATS, FHIZE 5 OE FARTHKE
RKM D BERERR S N, AR R R 72 o 7
EEAREIE2H 28 HIZ610mm #=itHkL 72,
ST IL 361kgm 3T, Z IZ[EIEHY
B 2EIOFHE (312kgm—3) IZHAR
lidwE L, EEXET 5.
SHERIRPKRBIZ R o -8R E LT, %
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EATEHF Y OJATE LIRS T % H2s
ool Ildb. B2 AFAICIEH
AR % R B T L 72 b8 v i IR
PWEMELETREPSOHIRELAHL, 2
NP ERFATISEL RS2 726 L.
ARRTIE AL BB OBERPLESICL S
g, B LIARERE EHOBELR Y
MR T RAENICRE B BN E L.
2011/12 4400 9 4EDSEE L, ARIR%
ST EEL & BB L DN AR T,
RENOMEALIR & VKT L2 ietEaidh
5.

JeHEE IS B B KEORR TR L RET
&, SHOFERRTORESRAIZ, Inatsu
et al (2021) AR F B LR O M@, B X
PAERRICKREZBESELREARK XY — 0D
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BMEDOLVHIRTH D, 4% diFHN L KRE
N BMREREVEARASNSL, IO END,

(2)

(3)

(4)
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FIIRE A, B B AR 3,

S H %A, AR 2k k84 % 4% (2022)
Gk, [REWMBEHEICO W TOBMRAR R
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woo®
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Characteristics of snowfall and snow cover in Iwamizawa, Hokkaido, Japan,
during 2020/21 winter season
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Abstract: In the winter of 2020/21, the southern part of Sorachi, Hokkaido, experienced heavy snowfall.
Iwamizawa recorded the snow depth of 205cm which is the second —highest following 208cm observed
in 2011/12. We analyzed the structure of the snow layer and the factors thereof during the heavy
snowfall in Iwamizawa, as well as its impact on the local economy and citizens’ lives. We compared it
with the results of future projections of heavy snowfall. Snow profile observations were conducted
twice in the period immediately before snowmelt runoff. Compared to the winter of 2011/12, when
snow was mostly lumpy, the snow in winter 2020/21 was affected by high temperatures and rainfall
from mid — February onward. Furthermore, the snow texture in the latter was mainly rough with
several aquifers and a high sleet content. The reason for the heavy snowfall was that a pattern of
streaky clouds over the Japan Sea moved over the Iwamizawa area on many days due to westerly
winds. In addition, in late February, meridionally elongated clouds to the west of northern Hokkaido
merged with streaky clouds over Ishikari Bay and caused heavy snowfall when they reached the
Iwamizawa area. The local economy and citizens' lives were greatly affected by the suspension of
public transportation, accidents caused by falling snow, and collapsed houses. The population of Sorachi
is aging rapidly, with the elderly accounting for 40 % of the total, and the risk of snow — related
accidents is exceptionally high.
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